
JAMES—THE MANUAL FOR LIFE 

LESSON SIX – February 16, 2022 
 

CHAPTER THREE 
 
 
As a man speaks, so is he. 
 
““For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good 
fruit. For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs 
from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. A good man 
out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out 
of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance 
of the heart his mouth speaks.” 
Luke 6:43-45 NKJV 
 
Be careful of your thoughts for they become words. Be careful of your 
words, for they become actions. Be careful of your actions, for they 
demonstrate character. 
 
“Words are also works.”—Tasker (natural progression—faith and works) 
 
 
My brethren—James is not writing to only Christian leaders, but instead is 
writing to any Christian desiring to be a teacher. For some, the belief is that 
some Christian leaders were using their tongues improperly. 
 
WARNING: Not many of you should become teachers! 
 
A. The warning is to and for James as well. 
 
B. Teacher, when standing before God for judgement, will be judged more  
strictly. The reason is that GREATER INFLUENCE TRANSLATES INTO  
GREATER RESPONSIBILITY. In short, to him or her that has been given  
much, much is then required.  
 



Matthew 5:19 
“Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and 
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever 
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:19 NKJV 
 
Romans 14:10-13 
“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for 
your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For 
it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, And 
every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each of us shall give account of 
himself to God. Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather 
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s 
way.” 
Romans 14:10-13 NKJV 
 
C. This is not a judgment for eternal separation from God but is instead a  
thorough judgment of teachers before Christ.  
 
D. Leadership imposes Responsibility!!! 
 
CONCLUSION: TO HIM OR HER THAT IS GIVEN MUCH, MUCH IS 
REQUIRED!!! 
 
 
The TONGUE, according to John Calvin, is but “a tender portion of flesh 
but contains the whole world of iniquity.” 
 
No other member of the body, perhaps, wreaks so much havoc, on the 
godly, life. 
 
Matthew 15:10–19 
“When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and 
understand: Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes 
out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Then His disciples came and said to 
Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard 
this saying?” But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly 



Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind 
leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a 
ditch.” Then Peter answered and said to Him, “Explain this parable to us.” 
So Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not yet 
understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is 
eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from 
the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” 
Matthew 15:10-19 NKJV 
 
By corrupting or staining the entire person, the tongue destroys “true 
religion.”  
 
True religion requires that we keep ourselves from being stained or 
polluted by  
 
the world. 
 
 
The tongue when out of control or unrestrained, though it be small, sets the 
rest  
 
of the body up for being out of control.  
 
A. The issue for the tongue in its purest form is that of direction. The 
tongue  
sets the direction for everything else. 
 
B. Rudder—though it is small, it sets the course or direction for the entire 
ship.  
It literally directs the ship in the face of strong winds. These are hard,  
rough, and cruel winds—even violent.  
 
TO BE CONTINUED!!! 
 


